
MATHS TERMINOLOGY LIST / UHLU LWAMATEMU EZIBALO 

Term / ITemu Definition / Incazelo 

2-dimensional shapes 
Flat shapes that have length and width, like circles, squares, and 

triangles. 

Izimo zonhlangothi-2 
Izimo eyisicaba enobude nobubanzi, njengezindilinga, izikwele 

kanye nonxantathu. 

3-dimensional objects 
Solid objects that have length, width, and height, like cubes, 

spheres, and cylinders. 

Izinto zonhlangothi-3 
Izinto eziphathekayo ezinobude, ububanzi kanye nokuphakama 

njengamakhiyubhu, izimbulunga kanye namasilinda. 

Addition The process of adding numbers together. 

Ukuhlanganisa Inqubo yokuhlanganisa izinombolo ndawonye. 

Algebra A part of math that uses letters and symbols to represent numbers. 

I-Aljebhra 
Ingxenye yezibalo esebenzisa izinhlamvu nezimpawu zimele 

izinombolo. 

Analogue A type of clock that has hands to show time. 

I-Analogi Uhlobo lwewashi olunezinti zokukhombisa isikhathi. 



Array Diagram A drawing that shows an array using dots or objects. 

Umdwebo wohlu 
Umdwebo obonisa uhlu lwemigqa esebenzisa amachashazi 

noma izinto. 

Ascending order Arranging numbers from smallest to largest. 

Uhlelo olunyukayo 
Ukuhlela izinombolo kusuka kwencane kuye kwenkulu kunazo 

zonke. 

Before/After Words used to describe the position of something in a sequence. 

Ngaphambi/ Ngemuva 
Amagama asebenza ukuchaza isikhundla sento kuya 

ngokulandelana. 

Bigger Larger than another object. 

Okukhudlwana Kukhudlwana uma kuqhathaniswa nenye into. 

Bottom The lowest part of something. 

Phansi Ingxenye yento ephansi. 

Calculate To work out the answer to a math problem. 

Bala noma yenza isibalo 
Ukusebenzela ukuthola impendulo uma uxazulula inkinga 

yesibalo. 



Calendar A chart that shows days, weeks, and months. 

Ikhalenda 
Ishadi elikhombisa izinsuku, amasonto/amaviki kanye 

nezinyanga. 

Capacity The amount a container can hold. 

Umthamo Inani lalokho okungamumathwa yisiqukathi. 

Charts Diagrams or tables that organize information. 

Amashadi Imidwebo noma amathebula okuhlela ulwazi. 

Clock A tool used to tell time. 

Iwashi Ithuluzi elisetshenziselwa ukusho isikhathi. 

Compare To look at two things to see how they are different or the same. 

Qhathanisa 
Ukubuka izinto ezimbili ubone ukuthi ngabe zehlukene noma 

ziyafana. 

Concept An idea or understanding of something. 

Isiqondiso Umqondo noma ukuqonda into ethile. 



Concrete (hands-on learning) Learning using real objects. 

Ukuphathekayo (okubamba 

ngezandla) 
Ukufunda usebenzisa izinto zangempela. 

Count To say numbers in order. 

Bala Ukusho izinombolo ngohlelo. 

Data handling Organizing and understanding information. 

Ukuqokelela ulwazi/ 

imininingwane 
Ukuhlela nokuqonda ulwazi oluqokelelwe. 

Decompose To break a number into smaller parts. 

Hlakaza Ukucwiya izinombolo zibe izingxenye ezincane. 

Denominator The bottom number in a fraction. 

IDinominetha Inombolo ephansi eqhezwini. 

Difference The result of subtraction. 

Umehluko Umphumela wokususa. 



Divide To split into equal parts. 

Hlukanisa Ukuhlukanisa izingxenye ezilinganayo. 

Even number A number that can be divided by 2. 

Inombolo eqondile/ engelona 

ugweje 
Inombolo engahlukaniswa ngoku-2. 

Face A flat surface on a 3D object. 

Ubuso Ingxenye eyisicaba kusimo sika-3D. 

Fraction A part of a whole. 

Iqhezu Ingxenye yokuphelele. 

Graphs A picture that shows data. 

Amagrafu Isithombe esikhombisa ulwazi oluqokelelwe. 

Greater than A symbol used when a number is bigger than another. 

Kukhulu ku- Uphawu olusetshenziswa uma inombolo inkulu kunenye. 



Group A collection of things put together. 

Iqoqo Izinto eziqokelelwe zabekwa ndawonye. 

Grouping & sharing Methods used to introduce division concepts. 

Ukwenza amaqoqo 

nokwabelana 

Izindlela ezisetshenziselwa ukwethula imiqondo 

yokwehlukanisa. 

Half One half of a whole. 

Uhhafu Uhhafu owodwa wokuphelele. 

Length The measurement of how long something is. 

Ubude Isilinganiso esimele ukuthi into inde kangakanani. 

Less than A symbol used when a number is smaller than another. 

Okuncane ku- Uphawu olusetshenziswa uma inombolo incane kunenye. 

Measurement A number that shows the size or amount of something. 

Ukulinganisa/Ukukala 
Inombolo emele isilinganiso sobungako noma inani lento 

ethize. 



Mental Maths Quick mental calculations done in your head. 

Izibalo zeKhanda Ukubala izibalo ngengqondo ngokushesha ekhanda. 

Money Notes and coins used to buy things. 

Imali Imali yephepha nohlweza olusetshenziselwa ukuthenga. 

Multiplication The process of multiplying numbers. 

Ukuphindaphinda Inqubo yokuphinda izinombolo kaningi. 

Number bonds Pairs of numbers that add up to a given number. 

Amabhondi/Amapheya 

enombolo 

Izinombolo ezihamba ngambili zihlangane ukwenza inombolo 

enikeziwe. 

Number line A straight line with numbers in order. 

Umugqa wezinombolo Umugqa oqondile onezinombolo ezihleliwe. 

Numerator The top number in a fraction. 

Inumaretha Inombolo ephezulu eqhezwini. 



O’clock A way to tell time, showing full hours. 

Libumbene/ Nqo 

ezimpondweni 
Indlela yokusho isikhathi, ikhombisa amahora agcwele. 

Odd number A number that cannot be divided by 2. 

Izinombolo eziwugweje Inombolo ongeke wayihlukanisa ngoku-2. 

Ordinal numbers Numbers that show position in a sequence. 

Izinombolo ngokwesikhundla 
Izinombolo ezikhombisa isikhundla esithile ohlelweni 

lokulandelana. 

Pictograph A chart that uses pictures to show data. 

Igrafu-sithombe 
Ishadi elisebenzisa izithombe ukukhombisa ulwazi 

oluqokelelwe. 

Place value The value of each digit based on its position in a number. 

Ubungako bendawo 
Ubungako bedijithi ngayinye kuya ngesikhundla ekuso 

enombolweni. 

Problem A situation that needs to be solved. 

Inkinga Isimo esidinga ukuba sixazululwe. 



Rounding Finding the closest number based on rules. 

Ukusondezela Ukuthola inombolo esondele kuya ngemithetho ebekiwe. 

Sequence A specific order of numbers or events. 

Ukulandelana Uhlelo lokulandelana lwezinombolo noma lwezigameko. 

Share To divide something into equal parts. 

Yaba Ukuhlukanisa into izingxenye ezilinganayo. 

Subtract To take away a number from another. 

Susa Ukukhipha inombolo kwenye. 

Sum The result of adding numbers, amounts, or items together. 

Isamba/Inani 
Umphumela wokuhlanganisa izinombolo, amanani noma izinto 

ndawonye. 

Symmetrical 
A shape made up of exactly similar parts facing each other or 

around an axis. 

Okuyisimethri 
Isimo eseenziwe ngezingxenye ezifana nse zibhekene noma 

zizungeze okusansika. 



Ten-frames A tool to show groups of ten in numbers. 

Amafreymu eshumi Ithuluzi elibonisa amaqoqo ahamba ngeshumi. 

Time A way to measure moments in a day. 

Isikhathi Indlela yokukala izigameko zosuku. 

Volume The amount of space something takes up. 

Umthamo Ubungako bendawo ethathwa yinto ethile. 

 


